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About this report

This report examines the architectural choices that operators _ ' GEOGRAPHICAL CASE STUDIES
need to assess now if they are to deploy VRAN or Open RAN in the \ COVERAGE !
next 1-6 years. As operators’ ambitions to expand their 5G Worldwide BT models

revenue streams grow, so will the need for the hyper-distributed
edge. However, this shift comes with trade-offs for the RAN. This
report analyses the factors that will help operators to decide how Rakuten
to balance the ideal edge infrastructure against the best radio
network. We align this with individual commercial models of
different types of operators. We also offer recommendations to
operators about their options and assess how they can future-
proof their networks. We also explain how vendors can smooth the
path and accelerate the market. The report is based on case studies
and a survey of 75 operators, conducted in June 2022.1

DISH Network (DISH)

Vodafone-Telenor

N\
@ KEY QUESTIONS ANSWERED IN THIS REPORT WHO SHOULD READ THIS REPORT
,0
= What is the best balance between hyper-distributed edge cloud and = QOperators’ technical strategists, architecture teams and CTOs
high-performance radio for different 5G business models? . o
O O = Strategy and operator support functions within RAN vendors, cloud
= What are the advantages of the very edge-centric architecture and providers and systems integrators
what do early case studies teach us? ) S )
= Policy makers that are considering Open RAN policy
= What are the trade-offs that may have to be made in the RAN and how
can they be mitigated?
= What technical and deployment advances are required to improve the
balance for future deployments?
. J \_ J

This document is for Analysys Mason’s subscription service customers only. Usage is subject to the terms and conditions in our copyright notice. e
1 Analysys Mason'’s survey of 75 mobile and converged operators worldwide (including Tier 1 and 2 and challenger operators) that are considering or L . ana |y5y3
planning vRAN or Open RAN, conducted in 2Q 2022. .‘ mason



Perfect RAN or perfect edge: the Open RAN dilemma facing operators

Executive summary

Research overview

The business case for a hyper-distributed edge cloud
Implications of edge-centric vVRAN for the 5G radio
Operator choices and trade-offs
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Our research services

Consumer Services Operator Business Services and loT @-—E]_]
Fixed Broadband Services Enterprise Services W
Mobile Services SME Services
Fixed-Mobile Convergence loT Services

Smart Devices Private Networks

Future Comms
Video, Gaming and Entertainment
Digital Services

Networks
Next-Generation Wireless Networks

Wireless Infrastructure Strategies
Fibre Infrastructure Strategies
Operator Investment Strategies
Telecoms Strategy and Forecast
Transport Network Strategies

SMB IT Channels and Forecasts

Cyber Security
SMB Technology Forecaster

Regional Markets

Global Telecoms Data and
Financial KPls

Americas

Asia-Pacific

Middle East and Africa

European Core Forecasts
European Telecoms Market Matrix
European Country Reports

Cloud
Cloud Infrastructure Strategies

Data, Al and Development Platforms
Edge and Media Platforms
Multi-Cloud Networking
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Applications

Network Automation and Orchestration
Customer Engagement

Monetisation Platforms

Digital Experience

Automated Assurance

Service Design and Orchestration

Telecoms Software Market Shares
DataHub
Satellite and Space ~2800 forecast and 280+ historical metrics

Satellite Communications Regional results and worldwide totals

Space Applications and Infrastructure Operator historical data
analysysmason.com/what-we-do/practices/research
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